Geography 107    


Cultural Geography,  Unit 3
Reading Questions from Blueprints and Borrowed Letters (Diamond, pp. 215-238)

Note that the following will be utilized for Exam #3 questions

1. Identify and explain ways that writing brings power to societies (215-216).
2. List the three basic strategies underlying writing systems.  Which is the most common in the languages of today’s world?

3. List five groups that have used mostly logograms.

4. Give examples of phenomes and logograms in a language of the Indo-European language family.

5. Identify the two places believed to be where writing was invented independently, and two others where it may have been.

6. Identify the “problem” basic to virtually all writing systems, and trace in detail how this problem was gradually solved by the Sumerians by three types of signs:  a) non-phonetic logograms; b) phonetic representation - initially by writing an abstract noun, known as the rebus principle; and c) determinatives.
7. List the prerequisites that determined whether or not societies would find writing useful.

8. Explain why Diamond believes that idea diffusion rather than independent invention explains the rise of writing systems in Egypt, Iran, Crete, and Turkey.
9. Why did writing arise in and spread to some societies, but not to many others (pp. 233-236)?
10. What factors or features of particular writing systems lead to some being capable of reaching the “propaganda and myths” stage, and others not?

11. Relating to the “limited users” explanation above, what did Lévi-Strauss say about ancient writing?

12. How did the syllabary/logogram-based writing of the Mycenaean times later become alphabetic writing?  Is this progression a testament of Mycenaean ingenuity or…?

13. Diamond says on page 236 that “the limited uses and users of early writing suggest why writing appeared so late in human evolution.”  Explain why it was never developed or adopted by H-G societies.

14. Why did writing arise independently only in the Fertile Crescent, Mexico, and perhaps China? (pp. 236-7)
15. Food production and thousands of years of societal evolution following its adoption were essential for the evolution of writing. However, some food-producing societies with complex political organization failed to develop or adopt writing before modern times.  List five such groups, and Diamond’s explanations for these failures.
16. If you somehow missed it in this chapter, explain why food production and thousands of years of societal evolution were essential for the evolution of writing.
